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LILLI'YS COPEN HOUSY CELEBRATES STH ARNIVUVWRIARY

"Are you going to Open Tiouse on Wedneaday?" "Have you ever
been to Lilli'e Open House?" In the lesbian community im D.C., there
are few women who would not know what was meant by "Lilli'rs Open
liouse," In faect a question like that mfght be ~ne way of openin- an
exploratory ccnversation with an acnuaintence you are not sure is gay.

tvery “‘ednesday ~ay and bimexual women from all around the metpo-
politan arsa gather at the home of Lill4 Vincens for an evening of
friendly talk, Women have driven from Annapolis and West Virginia to
geek the support that such a setting offers. It has becoms for many
an alternative to the bars, a way to meet other women in a safe enw~
vironment where you gan feel comfortable in talkinr about your exvere
iences,

On March 10, the Open House occledrated itz 5gh Anniversary,

Every single Wednesdsy for the past five years, Lilli has opened her
house, Literally hundreds of women have come there--mame only enée =
or twice, others many times, All kinde of women but all sharing the
common bopd of loving women and of seeking others who ean understand
and share these feelings,

Open House had its roots in the l!iunny“iﬂ?ﬁﬂangr'-s" campaign
in 1971, Frank Kameny ran for Congress on an independent ticket as
an open gays This created a great déal of local publicity. Many
lesbians began calling the Mattachine Soclety, which was actively wo
working on the campaiem, looking for ways to mest and talk with othevw
women, Liili was the only lesbian in Mattachine who had an open phone
number so the=se women were roferred to her, Because she found she
d4d not have time to meet with these women individually, she and her
lover at the tire deolded to set aside a time each week for these
women to get together, Thue Open House was bern,

The Fifth Anniversary celebration wase in many wasy typleal of
most Open Houses, It was a mixture of old and new faces, the young
and the not-so~young, those just coming out and those who had bheen
out for several years, One couple who had met at Open House exactly



one year before came to ¢elebrate their own anniverasry. One woman
sang ecome of her own compositions, Coenversations sprang up among the
spumerous small groups around the living room, JGometimes talk cen-
tered on some aspect of the gay experiende and other times it touchdd
on such diverse topiecs ae job-hunting and sports,

As 1 observed the gwsup that evening, my mind ranged back to a
night alnost two years apo when I had made my firat visit to Open
House. 1 remember being scared to death, It was the firat time I had
publicly declared that I was a lesbilan, and it becass a very important
step in my personal liberation,

That first evening was not an easy one, 1 spent a lot of tine
by the literature rack reading magazine artisles and pamphlet=,
People were friendly enough, but no one really pushed me to get in-
volved in s discuseion. This, I think, is part of the beauty of
Lilli's approach and the tone the Open House has taken, The support
is there and yet you have to make the move yourszelf to seek out and
talke advantage o it. It comes as a bit of a shock to find that many
of the other women are as new te gay scene and as confused and scared
am you are. The combination of this new group and those whe are more
self-agsured and more at home is very comforting.

There are slways new facsg there. Thie really points out the
importance of the service the Open House provides, As one woman
commented, this shows that "L1il1l1 eontinues te fulfill her goal of an

'alternative! meetino viace for gay women.,.and we, as gry women, €On-

-~ tinue to see how many mew women constantly emerge,,.come out,"

L1111 48 guiek to noint out the positive ansect for heramelf, &
She hke & senze .af+ma¥ing & valuablezcdatribittion to the lesbian
community, a fact no cne can dispute. She says that it has been a
"nice thing nersonally because I have met so many wonderful and inter-
esting pecorle,"”

The many old friends who joined the new-comers at the 5th Anniver-
sary were a tribute te what the Oren House moans to the lesbians in
Jamhington. 7o that I must add =y personal thanke that 1.il11i's Onen
House was there at a tine when I desnepately needed something te latch

onte., Thanks, Lilli,



