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Bill on Homosexuals
Held Unconstitutional

A bill aimed at -cracking said that the reason for the!

down on a Washington group
that was formed to protect
homosexuals from discrimina-
tion has drawn a legal broad-
side from an American Civil
Liberties Union lawyer.

The measure would revoke
the fund-raising permit of the
“organization, the Mattachine
Society of Washington.

“"At a hearing yesterday before
the House District subcommit-
tee, attorney Monroe H. Freed-
man, representing the National
Capital Area Civil Liberties
Union, of the national union,
attacked the bill on constitu-
tional grounds.

- Mf. Freedman, who is. an as-
sociate professor at George
Washington University’s Law
School, testified:

“The bill is rather remark-
able in the amount of  uncon-
stitutionality packed into two
short paragraphs.”

Mr. Freedman’s major at-
tack, which reflected the same
position taken earlier by -the
District Commissioners, was
that the bill would violate the

Constitution in singling out an'
organization and taking away:
its permit wit‘hout a court hear~

ing. =
Members of the subcommit;-
tee headed by Representative
| Dowdy, Democrat of Texas,

have made it clear that they i

want a tougher law on fund
raising in the District.

little control over fund-ra.ising
. activltiesm

At yésterdaY’s Be.itsioﬁ the‘-

bresident of the Mattachine
Society of Washington, Frank-

lin E. Kameny, repeatedly re-|
fused to give the subcommittee |

a list of the group’s members
g.ind other personnel informa-
oh,

. Mr. Kameny said his testi-
meny was in line with restric-
tions carried in the organiza-
tion’s constitution. The witness

Lh' £

The.
city’s cutrrent rule is a “dis-
closure” statute and provides

| organization’s secrecy provisions
was obvious, that the members
would lost jobs and suffer other
types of harassment if their
names were made public.

A subcommittee member,
Representative Horton, Repub-
lican of New York, questioned
Mr. Kameny closely on the
stated goals -of the organiza-
tion.

Mr. Horton was particularly
critical of the group’s aim to
erase from the criminal stat-
utes any ban on the commiting |
of homosexual acts in private
between consenting adults.
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‘Group Aiding Deviates
Issued Charity License

The Mattachine Soclety of
Washington, an organization
formed to protect homosexuals
from discrimination, has been
granted a certificate by the
District license office to solicxt
funds in Washington.

The application said that the
organization wanted to raise.

funds to help give the homo-

gexual equal status with his
fellow men.

- Distriet records: show the
newly organized society. was

granted its certificate to ask|

for contributions under the
Charitable Solicitations Act on
JAugust 14,

A0 Nottingham, isuperin—

# tendent of licenses and permits, |

_ said his office had no authority.

- to deny a solicitation pérmit;
~ to any organization whose rep-|.
- resentatives answer all ques-|
g T -,timss on thﬁ

permit apﬂlicatinn

‘ imarmed soc e%y\ rep- |
ntatives that if the group|.
_,,“ds much an one Sﬁbil&f 4

A;’s 7 l" &2 4 l

i&& ?qrder them ﬁﬁlwpén

thelr books and records
mination, If such an order

is not cbmpiied with,, he sa.td"’:
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the licensing department Wlll
move to have the society’s
permit revoked,

The president of the society,
who asked that his name not
be used, said that his organiza-
tion “is dedicated to improving
the status of homosexuals in
our ‘society in the. interest both
of that minority group a,nd of
the Nation.”

_.The society president. “said
that so far no funds have been
solicited. ..

Asked how many members
the society had in the Wash-
ington area, he replied “we
|would prefer not to say. It is
small but growing. ra.pidly »

“ He said that the cn'igrinali
: Mattachine Society was found-

m*'\

Matwchme Societies. he said,
have %been organized in New

. 1York and several other Amari-

caﬁ*cities, R

“The orghmmttﬁns taok their
namés, he said, from the Mat-
|tachines, jéstérs in the
[Middle Ages who ‘were permit-
k@d,,t&iﬁak@ pointed social com-
m&_ﬁﬁ“ﬁés which would  have

en- rto'lerated fmm o one
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The Mattachine Society of.
Washington, _an organization

jcreated to combat discrimina-|
‘(tion against homosexuals, has

surrendered a charitable soli-
mtatxon permit that the DIS-
trlct proposed to revoked

cC T Nottingham superin—
tendent of licenses and per-

; mits disclosed the retunr of

permit yesterday during a

g

tion is exempt from the sohci

hearmg before a House I}ls-
triet Subcommittee. =
Capitol Hill opposition to
the issuance of the permit led
to the introductlon of a bill
ordering its revoeation -
The Soclety s ettorney, Moe-
roe H. Freeman told District
officrals the penmt’ was* re-
turned ‘because the organizow

Homosexual Group Turns in Permlt

tation 1aw because it receives
less than $1500 a year in con-i
trlbutlons | e

School Ba.nd Fm :
ATHENS W. Va 54 Oet B

| (APF-=More.. ther 500° hight

'school band members frorrr
 Virginia and West Virgima are
expected to participate in. Con-
cord Coﬂege’s fourth annual

14 ,-'._';4‘_, n- 2 -_—-M o A,-

band festiva} thxs Satorday.
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The House District’s Dowdy
sub-committee is going fo try
| again on legislation aimed at
preventing tthe Mattachine So-
ciety of Washington from solicit-
ing funds. | |

This decision was reached
after Asst. Corp. Counsel Robert
Kneipp outlined at a hearing
yesterday Constitutional objec-
tions to the original bill sub-

:, 4 | mitted by Chairman John Dowdy

(D., Texas). :
REVOCATION

ing the Commissioners to re-

Rep. Dowdy sald the reason

§ | for this was that under present

q | law, there 13 no way of denying

to
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Dowdy Vs. Mattachine Socieiy etz L

New Bill Mapped
toCurbD.C.Group|

It contained a provision order- :

W | voke the soclety's certiﬂcate of .
“® | solicitation of funds. |

|  law unless its goal is over that
to the society which
| was formed.,hq said, “‘to protect

froni discnmin& sioners are considering eliminat-

 ing a minimum figure entirely. |

Con s to “find and i “What about a boys .baseban
| publicly declare” that the solicl:

- Wﬂm‘mw ich a license is be-

ing sought “will benefit the

| health, welfarﬁ and moraI& oi{;;

"'**“ ﬂl& Cit)' “‘ ' au&

L by
~~~~ R o
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: ".‘4’:\.

tified that they have neither the }!

time nor the resources to make |

this determination about the
many groups seeking solicita-
tion licenses.

‘Mr. Kneipp submitted on their
behalf leglslation requiring ap-
plicants to use their true names.

He said the vice president, sec-
and treasurer of the |

retary
Mattachine Society did not use
their true names in signing their
application.
CANCELLED

The Society cancelled its cer-
tificate of solicitation last fall
on the ground that it had
raised less than $1500, and a
charitable 'organization does
need a license under present

amount
Mr. Kneipp said the Commis-

travel to some cont/est " asked ‘

Rep, Wllliam Harsha (R.. IL).

“The - would have to come in
y the $25 fee to raise the
$50 Mr Kneipp replled |

&
e |
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'Sex Hearing

? By John M. Goshko
* Staff Reporter

a bill to hobble the Mat-
tachine Society, - a = group
|dedicated to protecting homo-
sexuals from discrimination,
bogged down yesterday amid
questions of legal constitution-
ality and public morality.
Most of the House District
Subcommitte members de-
bating the bill semed to be
for “morality”’—as described

by Rep. John Dowdy (D-
Texas), the subcommittee
chairman and author of the
bill, Said he:

“If these people are a char-
itable organization promoting
homosexuality, I've grown up
the wrong age.”

Law Requires Permit

expressed

fund-raising permit under the

Act. The law requires issuance
lof a permit to any group whose
representatives answer permit
application questions.

Dowdy’s bill would limit
issuance of such permits to
‘lorganizations that the Com-
‘|missioners determine to be
_|benficial to “the health,
welfare and morals of the
District of Columbia.” It also
would specifically revoke the

v

r{Mattachine Society.
| Robert F. Kneip, Assistant
.|Corporation Counsel, told the
‘|subcommitte that the Com-
‘|missioners oppose the bill. His
‘|lobjection was based on these
| grounds:

® The number of hearings
required by the first. part of
the bill- would impose an
“unreasonable” administrative
burden and expense on the
District Government.

® The singling—out of the
Mattachine Society for a
specific penalty appears to be
unconstitutional in the light of
Supreme Coﬁft ieulma agalnst

A Congressional hearing on’

The object of his frequently
indignation is a -
small group of homosexuals |
and persons sympathetic to
them who have obtained a '

,|permit already issued to the

ity i'f”s ﬁ.s

all Slows

city’s Charitable Solicitations |

o

- }“, &y ‘i f-k-g

: mshgg aside Lo
said: “You contrast that with
permitting the solicitation of

funds for ~perversion and
immorality which is mo,x:e
important to the community”?

Dowdy = also noted that
Congress has passed laws
designed to curb the Commu-
nist Party and remarked: “As

|far as I know, all the security
risks that have deserted the

United States have been
homosexuals.. Do ! you place
them on a higher plane than
Communists”?

He was joined by Rep. Basil
L. Whitener, who asked if the
Commissioners “want to re-

peal the section of the
Cnminal Code dealing with
sodomy.”

Kneip replied that “the
position of the Commissioners

is not to be construed as

approving homosexual practi-
|ces.” He also noted that the D.
.|C. Court of Appeals had ruled
{that homosexual relations may |
) acts’ 1f]

committed in privacy between |
“lconsenting adults.

| Will Try To Draft Bill

not be criminal

His only support came from

‘|Rep. B. F, Sisk (D-Calif.) who

said he would vote against any

bill imposing sanctions against 5

la specific group. However,

Sisk also won Kneip’s tenta-

‘|tive agreemnt to try drafting

a bill that would give the-
District power to investigate
and revoke charitable sollcxta-
tion permits.

Also testifying yesterday
was the Mattachine Society
president, Fpanklin E. Kame-
ny, an astronomer who was
fired from the Defense Depart-
ment after refusing to answer
questions about alleged homo-
sexual affiliations.

Kameny also dodged the
subcommittee’s questions
about whether he is a homose-
xual. He was just beginning to
read a prepared statement

g
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"Not a Sociéiy of Homosexuals’

Group Defends

By MILTON BERLINER

A House District sub-
committee witness yester-
day denied a charge by
Rep. John Dowdy (D,
Tex.) that the Mattachine
Society of Washington “is
a society of homosexuals.”

‘The Mattachine Society is
a civil liberties organization,”
Franklin E. Kameny, presi-
dent of the organization testi-
fied. .“Ho_mosexuals constitute
a minority group no differ-
ent, as such, from other mi-
nority groups.

Mr. Kameny was appearing
in opposition to a bill revok-
ing the group’s right to col-
lect funds to combat preju-
dice against homosexuals and

“achieve for the homosexual [

minority full equality with‘
their fellow citizens.”

Chairman John Dowdy (D.,
Tex.) first asked Asst. Corp. |
Counsel Robert F. Kneipp for \
the Commissioners’ views. ‘

The legislation, Mr. Kneipp '
replied, would require them
to hold “due process’ hear-
ings on the applications of
some 163 organizations for so-
licitation licenses.

Also, he said, since it was
aimed specifically at a single
organization, it was, in effect,
a bill of attainder, which the
Supreme Court has described
as “legislative action which
inﬂilcts punishment without a
krial

«This is a security prob-
lem,” said Rep. Dowdy impa-
tiently. “If these people (Mat-
tachine Society) are a charit-
able organization, I've grown
up in the wrong generation.”

Mr. Kneipp said that Con-
gress made the District
charitable solicitation law - S0
proad that the city had no
choice but to issue a license
to any group with an educa-

| tional purpose.

«] wasn’t here then,” said
Rep. Dowdy. “It comes down
to the fact that you are per-
mitting the promotion of per-
version.”

Mr. Kneipp said that from
its constitution, the Mat-
tachine Society apparently
had an.educational aim and

came within the definition es-
tablished by Congress.

«Then you think this sort
of ‘charitable’ fund solicita-
tion should be permitted?”
%qskgazd)Rep: Frank Horton (R.,

«lps not a question of
SHOULD; the law DOES per-

mit it,’ Mr. Kneipp replied.

Mr. Kameny said, “We are
a reputable, responsible
group, working seriously 1n
an area where much work is
needed and very little is being
done.”

«pid you work for the Gov-
ernment?” Rep. Dowdy inter-
rupted the statement.

“yes, in the Defense De-
partment,” replied Mr. Kam-
eny who later said he was a
physicist and an astronomer.

“Were you dismissed for se-
ity reasons?”

Fund Collecting:
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A House District subcommitiee is to hold-a hear-
ing this morning on an unfortunate bill introduced
by Rep. John Dowdy of Texas. The bili would
amend the District of Columbia Charitable Solicita-
tion Act in two ways. First, it would forbid the
issuance of a certificate of registration to any
organization soliciting charitable contributions in
the District unless the District Commissioners find
that “the solicitation which would be authorized by
such certificate will benefit or assist in promoting
the health, welfare, and the morals of the District
of Columbia.” The second amendment would re-
voke a certificate of registration already issued to
the Mattachine Society of Washingion.

To make the solicitation of funds for an organ-
ization concerned with ideas dependent upon offi-
cial approval of the purpose for which the funds
are to be used would be to put a very serious
crimp in the right of expression and petition.
There is little need for a constitutional guarantee
of free speech for ideas which already enjoy
majority acceptance. The First Amendment was
added to the Constitution to protect the advocacy
of unpopular and unorthodox ideas. Mr. Dowdy’s
first section would violate the First Amendment.

There is little doubt that the Mattachine Society
espouses an unconventional cause. It is a social
action group dedicated, according to its constitu-
tion, “to improving the status of the homosexyal
in our society, in the interest both of that minority
group and of the Nation.” It aims, in short, to pro-
tect the rights of homosexuals and to promote un-
derstanding of them. It does not function in any
way, of course, to promote homosexual activity.

We think that the organization has a clear right
to make a plea for public support. The law under
which it was licensed to do so is simply a law which
recognizes that right. Mr. Dowdy's second section,
revoking the license, looks to us very much like a
bill of attainder—a legislative act inflicting punish-
ment without judicial trial. The Constitution flatly
forbids Congress to pass a bill of attainder.
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